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Dear Sirs,

Thank you for your letter of 21 April 2017.

I am fully aware of the resolution of the European Parliament on the German PKW Maut, 
which was adopted on 15 March 2017, and indeed of the different opinions in the 
Parliament on this issue. Before the adoption of this resolution, I actually had the 
opportunity to debate this with Members in the Plenary on 16 February.

As I clarified on that occasion, the Commission had reached on 1 December 2016 a 
political understanding with Minister Dobrindt on the way forward to make the PKW 
Maut and on the vehicle tax reform compatible with EU law address these concerns. The 
principles agreed have been made public on the same day during a press point.

On this basis, the German Government issued new legislative proposals voted on in the 
German Parliament which led to the decision of the Commission on 17 May to close the 
infringement against Germany on the PKW Maut. This decision has been made in view 
of the amendments introduced into the national legislation and the broader context.
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Firstly, on request of the Commission, the level of the charges for periods of use of less 
than one year has been adapted. Germany amended the prices of short-term vignettes for 
foreign users to ensure price-proportionality with annual vignettes bought typically by 
German users.

Secondly, the 1:1 tax compensation of the road charge for German users was replaced by 
a reduction of the vehicle tax which rewards the cleanest EURO IV vehicles, which will 
represent around 50% of all passenger cars within the near future. Such a calculation of 
the annual vehicle tax which ensures that the most environmentally friendly car drivers 
are rewarded is of course welcome in principle.

Lastly, please be informed that Article 259 of TFEU provides that a Member State can 
bring, under certain conditions, a complaint directly to the European Court of Justice 
against another Member State. Austrian authorities have already made public their 
intention to do so in the case of the PKW Maut. The Commission will fulfil its required 
role in this context.

Yours faithfully,
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